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century; it was three times the collection of Maharaja Nandkumar in the year 1764-65, and it was nearly double the collection made by Mohammed Raza Khan under British supervision in the first year of the Company's Dewani. Yet it was a relief to the people of Bengal because it was final and permanent10
Madras. From Bengal let us turn to Madras. The story begins with the assignments of land revenues made by the Nabob of Karnatic in payment of his debts to the Company and its servants. The results of the system were testified to by one Mr. George Smith in his evidence before the Parliamentary Committee in 1782.
"George Smith, Esquire, attending according to order, was asked how long he resided in India, where, and in what capacity? He said he arrived in India in the year 1764; he resided in Madras from 1767 to October, 1779. Being asked what was the state of trade at Madras at the time when he first knew it, he said it was in a flourishing condition, and Madras was one of the first Jnarts in India. Being asked in what condition did he leave it with respect to trade, he replied at the time of his leaving it, there was little or no trade, and but one ship belonging to the place. Being asked in what state the interior country of the Karnatic was with regard to commerce and cultivation when he first knew it, he said at that period he understood the Karnatic to be in a well-cultivated and populous condition, and as such consuming a great many articles of merchandise and trade. Being asked in what condition it was when he left Madras with respect to cultivation, population, and internal C9mmerce, he said in respect to cultivation, greatly on the decline, and also in respect of popu* lation; and as to commerce, exceedingly circumscribed."
Speaking of the Principality of Tanjore, in the Province of Karnatic, one Mr. Petrie said in his evidence before the Committee of Secrecy in 1782 :
"Before I speak of the present state of Tanjore country it will be necessary to inform the Committee that not many years ago that province was considered as one of the most flourishing, best cultivated, populous districts in Hindustan. I first saw this country in 1768, when it presented a very different picture from its present situation. Tanjore was formerly a place of great foreign and inland trade; it imported cotton from Bombay and Surat, raw and worked silks from Bengal; sugar, spices, etc., from Sumatra, Malacca, and the eastern islands; gold, horses, elephants,
10It was Bengal which had suffered terribly from the rapacity of the early British Administrators and if she has prospered under the permanent settlement, she has well earned that prosperity by her early osses.